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GURU NANAK NISHKAM SEWAK JATHA

WELCOMES

ARCHBISHOP BERNARD LONGLEY
OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE

OF BIRMINGHAM,

ON
SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2012

GURU NANAK NISHKAM SEWAK JATHA @

: ; TO CONFER ON SEWA SINGH JI MANDLA
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UBI CARITAS

An Ancient Latin Hymn from where The Award gets its Name

LATIN

UBI CARITAS ET AMOR, DEUS IBI EST.
CONGREGAVIT NOS IN UNUM CHRISTI AMOR.

EXSULTEMUS, ET IN IPSO JUCUNDEMUR.
TIMEAMUS, ET AMEMUS DEUM VIVUM.

ET EX CORDE DILIGAMUS NOS SINCERO.
UBI CARITAS ET AMOR, DEUS IBI EST.

SIMUL ERGO CUM IN UNUM CONGREGAMUR:
NE NOS MENTE DIVIDAMUR, CAVEAMUS.

CESSENT IURGIA MALIGNA, CESSENT LITES.
ET IN MEDIO NOSTRI SIT CHRISTUS DEUS.
UBI CARITAS ET AMOR, DEUS IBI EST.

SIMUL QUOQUE CUM BEATIS VIDEAMUS,
GLORIANTER VULTUM TUUM, CHRISTE DEUS:

GAUDIUM QUOD EST IMMENSUM, ATQUE PROBUM,

SAECULA PER INFINITA SAECULORUM. AMEN.
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ENGLISH

WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE ARE, GOD IS THERE.
CHRIST'S LOVE HAS GATHERED US INTO ONE.

LET US REJOICE AND BE PLEASED IN HIM.
LET US FEAR, AND LET US LOVE THE LIVING GOD.

AND MAY WE LOVE EACH OTHER WITH A SINCERE HEART.

WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE ARE, GOD IS THERE.

AS WE ARE GATHERED INTO ONE BODY,
BEWARE, LEST WE BE DIVIDED IN MIND.

LET EVIL IMPULSES STOP, LET CONTROVERSY CEASE,
AND MAY CHRIST OUR GOD BE IN OUR MIDST.
WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE ARE, GOD IS THERE.

AND MAY WE WITH THE SAINTS ALSO,
SEE THY FACE IN GLORY, O CHRIST OUR GOD:
THE JOY THAT IS IMMENSE AND GOOD,
UNTO THE AGES THROUGH INFINITE AGES. AMEN.
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2. Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib, Anandpur, Punjab

1.8riDarbarSahib (GoldenTemple), Amritsar, Punjab. [topright]:DarshaniDeorhi (grandgateway to
Sri DarbarSahib)and [bottom right] inside of Darshani Deorhi
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Perpetuating the
‘Kar Sewa’ legacy

Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha (GNNS])

is a registered charity dedicated to selfless

service in the name of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the
founder of the Sikh faith. With the Almighty’s
grace and blessings, it has undertaken through
Kar Sewa, since 1977, the planning, design,

coordination, construction, conservation,

restoration and financing through self-help

and community participation of notable Sikh

shrines, Gurudwaras and other community

facilities for wider social benefit in the UK,

India and East Africa. GNNS]J is one of the few
@ organisations outside India to have done major

conservation work on the Sikh sacred shrines of

India.

'The concept of Kar Sewa

Kar Sewa is a Sikh tradition of planning,
undertaking and sustaining projects for

community and social welfare, inspired by

altruistic, dharmic values and involving

grassroots community participation. It is a
visionary legacy of the Sikh Gurus, dating back
to the sixteenth century when the construction
of Sri Harimandir Sahib, in Amritsar, Punjab,

was envisioned by Guru Amar Das Ji,

practically initiated by Guru Ram Das Ji and
finally completed by Guru Arjan Dev Ji through

the principles of Kar Sewa.
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External gold gilding and its Darshani Deorhi

Restoration and 10 metre enlargement
of the parkarma.

Internal gold gilding and fresco restoration

Gold gilding of main domes and ceiling

Raising of the entire courtyard by 2 metres and
enclosing it within a ten sided mass concrete retaining
wall. Also construction of Singh Sahib’s residence and

21 room residential block for Budha Dhal Nihangs

Construction of three storey Guru’s Langar
complex including extensive kitchen facilities

15:00

16:00
16:10 - 16:15

16:15 - 16:20

16:20 - 16:25

16:25 - 16:30
16:30 - 16:40
16:40 - 16:50

16:50 - 17:00

17:00 - 17:15

17:15 - 17:30

17:30 - 18:00

Agenda for Visit

Recitation of Sukhmani Sahib

(‘Psalm of Peace’) commences by congregation members in Main Darbar (Guru’s Court)

Welcome to His Grace the Archbishop

Pay respects to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
The sacred scripture and Eternal / Timeless Guru of the Sikhs since 1708 - Main Darbar (Guru’s Court)

Witnessing of the culmination of Sukhmani Sahib

(‘Psalm of Peace’) which takes place every week This will include standing with the congregation for Ardas
(a formal supplication) then listening to the Hukamnama (Guru’s Edict)

Sharing of Karah Prashaad

(Sweet dough made of sugar, flour, butter and water which is served to the congregation as a
manifestation of the Guru’s grace)

Introduction by Khushdev Singh
Welcome Address by Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji, Chairman GNNSJ

Address by His Grace the Archbishop

Followed by an award presentation to Sewa Singh Mandla of ‘Ubi Caritas’ (the highest award the
Archdiocese can give for outstanding selfless service for the love of God to the Catholic Church and the
community).

Response by Mr Sewa Singh Ji Mandla

and thereafter presentation of siropas’ (representative of the Guru’s blessings) to guests

Visit to the Preserved Rooms
of Sant Baba Puran Singh Ji and of Bhai Sahib Bhai Norang Singh Ji (Founder Saints of GNNS]J)

Visit to the Gumbad (Dome) Darbar
Listening to Keertan (devotional singing)

Sharing of Langar

(Vegetarian meal cooked by volunteers in the Guru’s Kitchen) - Hall 6 (second floor)
& Thereafter presentation to the Archbishop of a trans-light of Sri Harimandir Sahib (Darbar Sahib)
and a photo album of conferment of Knighthood on Bhai Sahib Ji.

Depart

25

MINUTES

35

MINUTES

30

MINUTES

30

MINUTES

RECITATION
OF

NG IYVIN
SAHIB

IN PROGRESS

&

CULMINATION

ADDRESSES
&

PRESENTATION

TOUR

MEAL
FAREWELL
GIFTS
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GNNSJ Background
Sant Baba Puran Singh Ji (1898 -1983)

Sant Baba Puran Singh Ji of Kericho, Kenya, known aftectionately as ‘Baba
Ji’, stands as one of the most eminent and influential Sikh ‘saints’ of the
twentieth century outside India. The title sant is given to those consid-
ered to be connected to the Eternal Truth (Sa7) and spiritual beacons for
the wider humanity. They may be referred to as sadhus, a word which,

in Sikh tradition, does not imply asceticism or reclusiveness; rather it
suggests someone who has brought the self under control and ignited the
divine spark of the Creator within, whilst living fully in and contributing
to society. In the Sikh dharam or ‘faith’, holy people are proclaimed saints
within their own lifetime. Such people embody spiritual virtues - such

as love, compassion, wisdom, courage, selflessness and forgiveness - with
consistency and continuity in their every thought and action. They are
practitioners, rather than simply scholars of faith, in whose presence others
feel both humbled and elevated and inspired to remember God. Gifted to
work wonders and bestow blessings, they generate what could be described
as miracles, enabling the power of divine benevolence to uplift and
transform mortals.

@@NNSJ

FIVE CENTRES FOR EXCELLENCE
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® Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji ®
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Bhai Sahib Bhai Norang Singh Ji (1926-1995)

Bhai Sahib Ji was born in 1926 in Dhariwal, District Jallandhar in Punjab,

India. His early years were spent in Amritsar, performing sewa (service)
at the Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple). He subsequently moved to
Singapore and lived a life of devotion and tireless service in the company
of another revered saint, Sant Baba Sohan Singh Ji of Malaka. On divine
instruction from Sant Baba Sohan Singh Ji, Bhai Sahib Ji moved with
his family to the UK, where he forged ties with Sant Baba Puran Singh
Ji. Together, they promoted the principle of nishkam sewa. Bhai Sahib Ji
was (,\(,[ﬂp](ll y in demonstrating how one should respect, revere and love
a saint, as well as how to pmgt]u the basic tenets of Guru Nanak Dev Ji,
through instituting daily simran (prayer and meditation) sessions as well
as serving the sangat or congregation.
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Upon the ‘passing on’ of Sant Baba Puran Singh Ji in 1983, Bhai Sahib
Norang Singh Ji continued as the spiritual g Ouldmo leader of GNNSJ.
Under Bhdl Sahll Norang Singh Ji, the (Jlllll(i\ml a expanded not only as
a base for service to the Slkh community, but also for the wider commu-
nity with support offered for humanitarian causes, such as the Ethiopian
Famine, Bangladesh Flood and the Rwandan Crisis. GNNS]J’s support
extended also to local hospitals and schools. During the economic
recession of the 1980s, a commercial cooperative enterprise was set up -
Marg Sat Santokh Manufacturing Limited (IMSS) - as an example of a
self-help cooperative to provide employment amongst the community.
Bhai Sahib Norang Singh Ji’s foresight and vision mdudcd the bmldmo
of a Gurudwara at Baba Ji’s birth )]a(c in Gura, Punjab, India, follow ed
by the commencement of the building of the GNNS]J complex from
1997 - 1999 in the historic Sikh city of Anandpur Sahib, India. Between
1992-1995 under Bhai Sahib Ji’s stewardship, GNNSJ funded over forty
different small and large construction and relief projects in India. These
projects were the precursors to undertaking the monumental task of the
gold re-gilding the Harmandir Sahib ()()]ml‘ul\ referred to by the British
as the (1()ldcn Temple’) following extensive damage it had suffered in past
years as well as nonna] ongoing wear and tear. This privileged
assignment was granted to (J\\ SJ by what is the apex organisation of
the Slkh dharam, the Shiromani Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC). The historic project (kar sewa) was commenced on 3rd February
1995 by Bhai Sahib Ji, five months later he left for the heavenly abode on
3rd July 1995. The entire gold gilding kar sewa was completed by 14th
March 1999 under Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh’s stewardship. Such
restoration work had not been undertaken on Harmindir Sahib since
Mabharaja Ranjit Singh (who reigned from 1797 — 1840), had the gold
gilding completed in 1830 after commencing it in 1803. It was th(, first
time ever that a Jatha (group) from the Sikh dmspmd had been honoured
to undertake such a privileged restoration and conservation project in
India of one of the most sacred of Sikh shrines.

In this way Baba Ji’s legacy has continued to spread across continents and
into the twenty-first century, inspired by the teaching that in the company
of the holy and through divine grace, visionary transformation is made
possible within us and around us for the good of all.
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